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17™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENTION, AND REUNION

CONCLUDES IN VEGAS STYLE CELEBRATION
By Dr. Romulo F. Aguino, National President 2011-13

The UP alumni in America gathered again in solidarity at AFTERNOON RECEPTION FOR GUEST SPEAK-
the 17" General Assembly, Convention and Reunion in ERS AND AWARDEES
Treasure Island Hotel and Resort on August 30-

September 1, 2013 with a tfeedeuyprasid MAikglisRed Aldshni Rwardées Gr e @

World-Cl ass University.” The g bl Budst peaker Weredrbatbd® iFiliph me t
this biennial event to re-affirm their commitment to con- style merienda by UPAAA officers during the Friday
tinue to support the mission and objectives of our be- afternoon welcome reception. As guests mingled
loved Alma Mater as articulated in the much vaunted and socialized, Dr. Dan Soriano and the Amorsolo
tradition of academic excellence with critical thinking, String Quartet played Filipino classics and kundiman
leadership with integrity and scientific problem solving, to everyone's entertai nmen

and service to the nation.

The organizing committee of Four (Aquino, Micabalo,
llagan and Santos) and composed of officers and mem-
bers of UPAAA, Inc and co-host UPAA Nevada, promised
“to edify, to enrich and
with resounding success. The alumni and their guests
expressed no regrets but sheer joy and appreciation of
the planned activities in the 3-day event. Alumni came
from NY, CA, MI, IL, OH, NJ, MD, CO, KY, FL, NV, and the




17t h General Assembly.. continued

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT - MARDI GRAS

The Friday evening event was a more festive Mardi Gras
themed Fellowship Night hosted by Beth llagan and Nelsie
Parrado. Guests came in colorful outfits or as they are, while
multi-colored beads and masks added to the carnivalesque
ambiance. Generous and tasty buffet dinner (pasta, fish, pork
steak, salad and desserts) was served. After the obligatory
invocation and opening remarks, the guests were wowed by
the Frank Sinatra song rendi
tra of the Philippines”) no
Joe Santos of UPAA San Francisco.

“Fr
sty

Brig General Monet Ong (a UP alumni and West Point grad)
entertained the audience with his witty, funny, insightful, and
well-delivered motivational talk about what he learned from

UP and how he used them to be successful. The rest

of the evening was a show of camaraderie and plain
sportsmanship by the group singing of the Pharma-
sonics (Pharmacy alumni), Delta Lambda Sigma so- |
rority, ethnic music by UPAA San Diego, the Michigan .
delegation (Push On UP pep rally song) and culmi- |

nated by raffle prizes and dancing till close to mid-
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17t h Gener al Assembl vy ... continued

SYMPOSIUM

The following Saturday breakfast and morning symposium opened
with a Keynote Address by Dr. Luis Maria Calingo, President of Wood-

bury University. Hi s very apt al k ("
World-Cl ass University: What UP A , was i
convention theme which calls for a more realistic reassessment of the ,,, v
elusive dream of world class status given the limited resources U.P. i3 ]

has. Dr. Calingo’s keynote ad_;'f
GREAT UNI VERSITY: A CHALLENGE " '
tached.

I' N AM

The other speakers, accomplished UP alumni as well, who provided a diverse, balanced, informative, and occa-
sionally entertaining take of their subject matter, were:

1 Dr. Rigoberto C. Advincula, Professor of Macromolecular Science
and Engineering, Case Western Reserve University —4@ 9 Y 3A Y SSNA y 3
Ly3aSydzdie:é

§  Dr. Almira Astudillo Gilles — Writer/Environmental Advocate —& ¢ K S
pino Diasporaand TrafdsF GA 2y f AAYY 1 2YS A&

¢ Ms.Maria EI i s aRo4-B\otw/Eilsy Advofate sdoK S
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17t h General Assembly... continued

BUSINESS MEETING & ELECTION

After the luncheon talk and question and answer moderated by Immediate Past President Lindy Aquino, the
outgoing UPAAA, Inc President, presided a short business meeting to open the nomination and election of the
2013-2015 UPAAA, Inc. Officers and Executive Board. Interim election Committee Chair, Rev. Federico Agnir pre-
sided thereafter, assisted by Dr. Nerita Ulep and Necie Aquino. Juanita Nacu of UPAA San Diego was elected the
new president of UPAAA, Inc for 2013-2015. After the all too common lobbying for appointive positions, every-
body went back to their hotel rooms to rest and prepare for the big Gala Night event. Rev. Agnir also led a silent
prayer for the peaceful repose of UPAAA members who recently passed away including the 2009 UPAAA
awardee Dr. Jorge Camara and the father of our Keynote speaker.

The UPAAA Inc 2013-2915 Officers newly elected at the General Assembly of 17th UPAAA Convention held at Treasure
Island Hotel-Resort on August 31, 2013. Seated L to R: Vice Pres-Midwest Dr. Rigoberto Advincula, VP South Ruby Leah
Ordinario Agnir, President Dr. Juanita Nacu, Vice President- East Consuelo Almonte, Vice President- West Dr. Erlinda Rojas
Santos. Standing L to R: Liaison -South Rev. Ed Agnir, Liaison-East Nelsie Tabudlong Parrado, Liaison- Midwest Delia Hi-
dalgo Rayos, Liaison West Elizabeth Reyes Ilagan, PRO Dina Barros Ellorin, Auditor Letty Quizon, Treasurer: Cristy Col-

menar, Secretary Almira Astudillo Gilles . Not in photo are the rest of alumni who were subsequently appointed to fill vacant
positions by the new president.



17t h General Assembly... continued

GALA NIGHT

The much awaited Gala Night festivities emceed by Luz Micabalo and Isidro Dela Cruz, opened with the joyous

march of the Jubilarians holding electronic candle lights as Elvis and a Vegas showgirl led the way to the rhythm of
“Viva Las Vegas."After another musical number by EI
and then together they recited the UP Oath of Loyalty led by Jubilarian Chair, Dr. Erlinda Rojas-Santos. Polly Cor-

tez of FUPFA delivered the UP message on behalf of Pres. Alfredo Pascual. Former UP Madrigal Edward Grana-

dosin (Original Pilipino Music -O P M) and Ann Arbor soprano Elizabeth O
is Where you Find 1t"), provided the musical entert
Lady”) of -R&oots Anson

Outgoing President Dr. Romy Aquino delivered his valedictory address thanking
everyone who made the event a success and a worthy endeavor to raise money
for UP Student Scholarship or to set up emergency fund to provide supplemen-
tary assistance to eligible UP students. He, however, briefly departed from his
prepared speech to express solidarity with the on-going social media leaderless
protest against the alleged pork barrel scam perpetrated by the perceived
“congressional mafia” in the Philippin
show their outrage and indignation about this betrayal of collective trust of the
Filipino people. He quoted former UP President Dr. Francisco Nemenzo, who said
one time during his visit of the University of Michigan about ten years ago, that
U.P. produced many great and principled leaders but sad to say, also some scoun-

drels, to allude to a recent observation that allegedly some of the involved officials are UP alumni and who conse-
guently taint the reputation of U.P.

Dr. Francis S. Sy later presided the conferment of the 2013 UPAAA distinguished alumni awards to twelve (12)
alumni assisted by Dr. Romy Aquino and Luz Sapin Micabalo. The new set of 2013-2015 UPAAA, Inc. officers led by
Dr. Juanita Nacu were inducted to their new positions and responsibilities by Dr. Calingo which was followed by
the inaugural address where Dr. Nacu called on her officers and members to share her vision of a successful
UPAAA and harness their energies and expertise for a productive UPAAA. The rest of the evening was more cele-
bratory dancing to the tune of ballroom type music and almost endless photo ops.




